
UPTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes for Parish Council Meeting held on
Wednesday 17th April 2024 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall
Present: Councillors: (Chair) Malcolm Yates (MY), Roger Norman (RN), Cath Jewitt (CJ), Johanna Law-Riding (JLR), Sarah McKie (SM), Kim Hickinbotham (KH) and Malcolm Robinson (MR).
In Attendance:  L-J Campbell (LJ/Clerk), 
	
	DISCUSSION AND DECISIONS

	001/24
	To receive representation from the public (ten minutes): there was no public representation.

	002/24
	To receive and accept apologies for absence: Apologies were received by the Clerk and accepted for Cllrs R Jackson and K Melton.

	003/24
	Declarations of interest: There were no declarations of interest.

	004/24
	To approve the Minutes of the last meeting:  The PC accepted the Minutes from the meeting held on 20th March 2024 as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

	005/24
	To note Matters Arising: Kim gave an update on the various website options and it was agreed to go with Hugofox – data storage, quote for domain name, hosting and setting up to be discussed at the next meeting.

	006/24
	Chairman’s Report: MY reported 207 numbers have been sold, MY has purchased some cleaning items for the Village Hall.

	007/24
	Reports from District/County Councillors: There were no reports.


	008/24
	Green spaces and rights of way incl. monthly review of the burial ground, The Green and The Collies inspection and maintenance report: 
a. To receive update from CVG: CJ reported that the Collies Charity have donated a grant of

£2,2000 towards the Collies to cover the re-designing and works.  Shrubs have been planted
behind the bench, the grass has been cut and some pebbles have been painted and hidden in the
garden. A lot of the hedge saplings have been planted. The path can be laid once the weather
improves.
b. Playground cleaning – in progress.

c. Grass cutting contract – Clerk to send out to all councillors.

	009/24
	To action Highways issues: Highways have reported that there are budget constraints. Clerk to email RJ about the site visit for the pooling water and the footpath from Upton to Southwell.

	010/24
	Village Hall update

a.    Finance: the bank recon was approved and the balance is £4681.57 plus £20K reserve was noted. 
b.    Maintenance and Caretaking: damp has been reported which will be addressed when the roof is contracted. The cleaner is still coming in. Signage with general housekeeping rules has been posted in the VH. It was agreed to remove all the tea towels and renters will be requested to provide their own except for the WI and A Brand who will be given a storage cupboard.
c.    Bookings: two new bookings.  Clerk to set up a Gmail calendar with bookings. Clerk to send hiring agreement to Cllr L-R and MY.
d.   To receive update and action on the VH roof/double glazing: MR reported that he has received some verbal quotes but nothing in writing. MY circulated a written report from a structural engineer and a written quote from Westgate. The PC agreed to phase one, MY will obtain final quotes to include windows and then RN and MY will complete the grant application.

	011/24
	To receive the Community defibrillators Monthly inspection report: all in working order.

	012/24
	Financial Matters:

a.  To accept the latest financial reconciliation - £13595.48 balance.
b.  To note payments received and authorise payments: Payments totalling £366.80 were authorised.   
c.  To agree and sign off the External Audit Exemption Certificate: approved and signed.

	013/24
	Planning matters:
There were no planning matters.

	014/24
	To note and action service faults: the street light number 2 on the green is remaining on permanently – Clerk to report.

	015/24
	To discuss and agree plans for the Wine Walk: Saturday 15th June. It has been published in The Tonic, it is £25 pp and starts at 6.30pm.

	016/24
	To agree archiving role: Deferred.

	017/24
	Lottery draw for April: 133 - £50, 83 - £25, 150 - £10, 196 - £5.

	018/24
	Correspondence/AOB: all correspondence is circulated electronically, nothing required action from the PC.

	019/24
	Agenda items for next meeting: approve amended VH hiring agreement, Website, 

	020/24
	Date of next meeting: Wednesday 15th May 2024 at 6.30 pm followed by the Annual Parish Meeting in the Village Hall. JLR gave her apologies.

	021/24
	Exclusion of Public (Confidential items): In accordance with Public Bodies (admission to meetings) Act 1960 section 1(2) the Council exclude the public and press from the meeting by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted. There was no Confidential Business.

	022/24
	Close: There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 21h55.
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