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Upton Parish Council 

Chairman: Malcolm Yates Tel: 07976 266931 

Clerk: Rhona Holloway   Email: clerk@uptonnewarkparishcouncil.gov.uk 

www.uptonnewarkparishcouncil.gov.uk 

St Peter & St Paul’s Church 

Vicar: Revd James Moring 

Mob: 07986 228992 

PCC secretary: Malcolm Robertson Tel: 07916 511968 Email: uptonpcc@gmail.com 

Church Bell Ringers Bell Captain: Bryan Northcote Tel: 812579 

See facebook pages: Benefice of West Trent and West Trent Churches 

Upton Village Hall 

Hall Hire: 

Email: 

clerk@uptonnewarkparishcouncil.gov.uk 

  

Upton Volunteer Cooperative 

Chairman: Colin Brand Tel: 819989 

Secretary: Annie Brand Tel: 819989 

Treasurer: Terry Smith Tel: 812535 

Women’s Institute 

President: Wendy Whitaker Tel: 814112 

Cricket Club 

Contact: Tom Anderson Tel: 07713 637181 

Babthorpe Trust 

Contact: Roger Norman Tel: 07801 

460667  

Email: rogernorman72@btinternet.com 

Upton Crickets Day Nursery 

Contact: Natalie Chambers  Mob: 07484 

231205 

Email: natalie@uptoncrickets.co.uk 

Collies Trust: 

Contact: Steve Russell Mob: 07885 

374519 Email: srussellsrcs@aol.com 

The Cross Keys 

Tel: 813269 

  

Upton Neighbourhood Watch 

Scheme Coordinator: Position 

vacant. Call 101 to report anything to 

the police. 

Southwell Medical Centre 

Tel: 813561 

Police 

Contact Phone Number: (Non-

Emergency) Dial 101 Only 

Emergency: (Crime in Progress) Dial 999 

www.nottinghamshire.pnn.police.uk 

Crimestoppers: 0800 555111 

British Horological Institute 

BHI general enquiries Tel: 01636 

813795  www.bhi.co.uk 

The Museum of Timekeeping 

For details of opening hours see: 

www.museumoftimekeeping.org.uk  
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A massive thank you, Annie! 

I am sure that everyone in the village will wish to join me in thanking Annie for her time 

as editor of the Tonic. It has flourished on her careful watch. Were it not for a bout of ill 

health her reign would certainly have continued. Indeed, I could sense her reluctance in 

relinquishing the role when we discussed the hand over.  We all wish you a speedy 

recovery, Annie, and look forward to a near future when you might be persuaded to pick 

up your editorial red pen once again.  

Annie began each issue with a ‘What am I reading?’ section. I’m pretty sure no-one wants 

to know what I am reading so expect different editorial ramblings. A transfer at the helm 

also presents an opportunity to change a few other things too (RIP Comic Sans!).  But on 

the principle that if it ain’t broke etc, I shall only be adding to the usual content. Rest 

assured that you will find all your favourite features and all the essential information in 

this and subsequent issues.   

Some serendipitous timing, however, does mean that I can start my tenure as editor with 

some really exciting parish news, a world exclusive no less (see page 4). I can’t promise to 

match this each month, but if anyone has anything newsworthy to report, do just drop 

me a line.   

What I shall experiment with, however, is a new feature, A Twist of 

Lemon. This is a form of supplement to the main magazine where  

features that would otherwise find no space can be found. Those 

taking the Tonic digitally will automatically find this supplement 

attached. For those taking a paper copy, currently restricted to 12 

pages because of printing costs, the Twist can be consulted on the 

village website. This month the Twist features a piece on the new 

Bomber Command sculpture by Adrian Wood and the WI’s first 

monthly recipe. I am also delighted to welcome back an old friend whose village 

wanderings and observations have been sorely missed!  

 

Anyway, enough from me. What have we all been up to? And what fun and games lie just 

round the corner for us all to enjoy? Chilli 

 

Upton Tonic Contact Details 

Richard Jones (Editor) Candant Cottage, Main St, NG23 5ST 

Email: richard.jones@leicester.ac.uk  Tel: 07713 326662 

Cover picture: Courtesy of Anthony Scott 
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Roman Upton reveals itself coin by coin 
Sitting in the wild western reaches of Upton parish, Hockerwood Park has been settled 

for many centuries, some of this is recorded due to it being Church land (up until the 

Lynns bought it in 1953). It was first recorded as Hockerwode Park in 1340 after its 

creation as a deer park by the Archbishop of York, William Melton. After five hundred 

years of indulging the hunting whims of various high ranked clergy it was enclosed and 

turned over to agriculture.  With all these centuries of activity, it is no surprise that the 

farm has attracted metal detectorists over the years including the late great Maurice 

Richardson who discovered the famous Iron Age golden torc near Newark. I remember 

fifteen years ago Maurice showing us a few intriguing bits he’d found ‘in a field over 

yonder’ and that it might need looking into more.  

So it came to pass that our latest metal detectorist Lee Richardson (no relation) with 

some cutting-edge equipment and an ability to spot pottery that I would have passed off 

as brick rubble came across something very interesting. In the same area of the farm that 

had piqued Maurice’s interest, they started to discover Roman coins and lumps of 

pottery. After a last winter of relentless trudging through our wet clay soils, they’d found 

over 100 Roman coins dating to the late Romano-British period (300-340AD), and plenty 

of Roman greyware pottery. Everything was found in one area 70mx55m indicating that it 

seems likely that this may have been a Roman farmstead of no mean status.  

We hope to keep looking with a few more expert eyes on the site. It’s no Sutton Hoo 

but in due course we hope to share a bit more information on Upton’s Roman past. 

Patrick Lynn 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The largest of these coins is a Constantinian nummus. On the obverse (front face) left 

you should be able to make out the emperor’s wreathed head in profile. The reverse on 

the right features what is commonly described as a ’camp gate’ with a star above. More 

work is needed to identify the mint, but these coin motifs were commonly produced in 

Trier. This coin appears to date from the 320s, a time of particular affluence in Britain.    
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Parish Council Notes  
www.uptonnewarkparishcouncil.gov.uk 

 

At the Latest Parish Council Meeting, I was re-elected Chairman of the Parish Council for 

the coming year. Vice Chairman and all the other positions will be elected at the next 

meeting. 

We were informed that the planning in principle for 1 to 5 houses in Hockerton Lane was 

turned down at the planning committee. 

We are in the process of applying for a grant to enable the Village Hall to be a warm space 

for two hours a week which hopefully we will be successful. This will enable the Tuesday 

coffee mornings to take place every week as they do at the moment, but with funding 

from Newark and Sherwood District Council. If  we are successful,  we would encourage 

all Young and Old to make use of this of this facility. 

We are still trying to progress with renewing the path from Church Walk to the 

Churchyard. The aim is to enable this section of the path to be rejuvenated and made a 

safe accessible path for wheelchairs, push chairs and walkers. 

The May Monthly Village Hall Draw was taken. Congratulations to all winners 

1st £50  184 M Flintham 

2nd £25  156 R Parlett 

3rd £10 163 A Scott 

4th £5 089 C O Yates 

 

Thank you for all the participants in this fundraiser for the village Hall. 

The meeting then closed and we held the Annual Parish Meeting.  We had a guest, Mr 

Oliver Scott, Business Manager for Planning & Development at Newark & Sherwood 

District Council. The meeting was quite well attended and Mr Scott spoke to villagers and 

answered questions regarding planning, the planning process going forward & how the 

system works. Mr Scott answered numerous questions on issues concerning the village. 

A point to note was that Mr Scott said that, due to the current government's commitment 

to house building, 70% of new housing allocation around Newark is a response to this 

required increase. To meet this quota they now need to find quite a lot of development 

spaces in surrounding villages in the Newark & Sherwood District.  

Personally, I think Mr Scott’s presentation was very informative for those that attended 

and on behalf of the village and the council would like to thank him for his attendance. 

The next Parish Council meeting will take place on Wednesday, the 24th June at 7:30 pm 

in the Village Hall.  Malcom Yates 
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Church News 
Reverend James Mooring held a holy communion at our church on the 3rd May, which was 

followed by our annual Parish Church AGM Meeting. The congregation used this 

opportunity to properly thank Barbara Page for all her years of service as our local Church 

Warden. We presented Barbara with £150 Pounds worth of garden centre vouchers 

which, true to form, has already been called upon to purchase a Lilac to be planted in the 

Collies garden. I have been reliably informed that there are further plans for the remaining 

sum. 

Tony and I will continue to ensure the or Church of St Peter and St Pauls will serve our 

community in all its needs. I would like to take this opportunity to both inform and 

remind our villagers that our church is open daily to provide whatever it is people may 

require. Whether that be quiet contemplation, prayer or even just to admire the building. 

We welcome all. Malcolm 

Services Across the Benefice in June 

Services Across the Benefice in June (Services start at 11:00 unless 

otherwise stated): 

7th Jun   Morning Praise at Upton led by Angela Green 

21th Jun  Holy Communion at Morton led by Revd James 

28th Jun Morning Praise at Morton led by David Hanson 

  Morning Praise at Thurgarton led by Angela Green 

Zoom worship is held each Sunday @ 9:00 am – ask for an invitation  

Every Sunday there is an All Age Worship at Rolleston @ 9:15am  
 

Collies Volunteer Group 
In May the group maintained the mown area (central area and 

paths to top). Alan & Jude continued their raised bed work. Sue 

Coward continued her painted stones work – encouraging 

visitors to find and rearrange them for others to find (and add 

their own). We planted a dwarf lilac tree for Barbara Page – 

gifted by Church Wardens on her retirement as a Church 

Warden), along with some flowers that Barbara supplied (Corn 

Poppies, Corn Marigolds, Common Hollyhocks). 

We also want to offer a big thank you to the Collies Charity for 

the new garden-dedicated noticeboard at the garden entrance 

and to Colin Jewitt & David Pick for their work installing it. We 

added notes about the garden (and Alan & Jude about the raised bed) to the right-hand 

panel. Michael Trueman, 01636 812279 / 07552 626287 / high.farm@outlook.com 

mailto:high.farm@outlook.com
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The Upton Village Fete will take place again this year in the grounds of the BHI on 

Saturday 11th July, 2- 5pm. It will build on the successful fêtes of the last few years with 

all the favourites like Bar, BBQ, Refreshment tent, Live music, Raffle & Tombola, Arts & 

Craft stalls, Family games, Children’s races, Dog show and new for 2026 a few vintage 

vehicles. The Make, Bake and Grow this year will feature a village Scarecrow and fancy 

dress competition, baking cakes in a variety of classes and growing Rhubarb and Eggs. 

We have a small organising team who are working hard but we need support to help set 

up, run the event on the day and help take it down. We have sent a flyer round the 

village where you can volunteer to get involved, please complete and return it as noted 

by Friday 29th May to Dairy Farm, 48 Main Street NG23 5TE or by email to 

pickydavid2018@outlook.com 

Please support and join in, the fete is organised for YOU.  

Any queries please contact David Pick (07713 644668) 

WI News 
 

On 26 May Paula North advised the WI ladies on ‘The Benefits of Healthy Eating’. (Not 

sure what she would make of this month’s WI recipe! Ed.) The next meeting will be on 23 

June when our speaker will be Deanne Fox, offering an enigmatically entitled talk ‘Queen 

of the Road’. Our new feature, a monthly recipe , can be found in the Twist supplement. 

You’ll go bananas for it!  

 

Village Fête 
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Upton Cricket Club  
For those who delight in hearing the occasional 

sound of leather on willow and observing the 

occasional comical dropped catch, here is the UCC 

fixture list for upcoming home matches this 

month. Matches begin at 2pm. All welcome.  

Sunday 20 June: Lindsell Touring Side  

Sunday 28 June: Ropsley Baboons 

 

‘Teas were splendid!’ April/May match reports 

Sunday 26 April: Wellow Exiles CC  Wellow Exiles 177 for 9 off 40 overs. Upton 178 for 

4 off 29 overs. Win by six wickets! Glorious weather for the first game of the season. Lost 

the toss on a bat-first wicket, but a good solid bowling performance all round. Followed by 

a 100-run opening partnership which put us on course for a comfortable win. 

Sunday 3 May: Community Protection CC  Community Protection 182 for 5 off 35 

overs. Upton 155 for 5 off 35 overs. Lost by 27 runs. Bit of a damp squib of a match, we 

bowled decently but once again fielding was the shortcoming and the difference. As a 

result we were chasing an above par score. Highlights Len Brown’s 50 and lusty blows from 

Moose. Teas were sublime as expected. 

Sunday 10 May: Cropwell CC  Cropwell 172 for 8 off 32 overs. Upton 140 for 8 off 2 

overs. Lost by 32 runs. Probably the strongest Cropwell team we’ve played in a long time, 

thought we had a hold of the game but they 

batted deep. We were never ahead of the 

game but we bowled well and fielding better 

albeit some costly drops. 

Sunday 17 May: Travellers CC   

Travellers 253 for 5 off 30 overs. Upton 124 

for 2 off 27 overs. Match abandoned due to 

lightning nearby (apparently!). Bit of an 

imbalance and a tough day in the field, 

dropped catches proving costly again. We 

were solid enough with the bat to put on a 

respectable show. DOK 50 the highlight. Teas 
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Folksy Summer 

Only a few weeks to go until the 19th Gate to 

Southwell Festival. The four-day just-up-the-

road event runs from Thursday 2 July to 

Sunday 5 July and welcomes more than 60 

music artists across five stages, plus great 

family and kids entertainment, workshops, 

dance sides, market traders and excellent food 

and drink facilities.   
 

Led by Scotland’s most famous and much-

loved duo The Proclaimers and legendary 

Fairport Convention singer-songwriter-

guitarist Richard Thompson OBE (performing 

with his wife singer-songwriter Zara Phillips), 

GTSF also presents the celebrated African 

vocal group Black Umfolosi, and your editor’s 

favourite, Peat & Diesel, the ‘Hebridean 

Pogues’ from Stornaway.   

 

 

 

The Upton Apple Teaser, a new village 

event for the autumn, now has its official 

logo courtesy of Beau Jones. Thanks Beau!  

The Apple Teaser, scheduled for Saturday 

10 October, challenges you to solve tasks 

and puzzles, all involving windfall apples, in 

locations all round the village. It will 

culminate in an Apple race on the River 

Greet. The more challenges you complete, 

the more time you earn for your racing 

apple! If you would like to conceive and 

host a task (get the children to come up 

with ideas, the sillier the better), then let 

me know.  Chilli (via Editor’s email).  

Looking  Ahead 

Autumn  Shenanigans 
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CROSS KEYS UPTON 

Opening hours: 

Mon to Tues 4pm till close   Wed to Sun 12 noon till close  
 

Booking in advance is advisable: 01636 813269 

Please see updates on our website: crosskeysupton.co.uk 

Cooked takeaway food can be collected from us from 5pm to 8pm,  

Monday to Saturday – orders taken throughout the day.  

Beer is also available on a takeaway basis.  
 

Menus will vary according to availability. Vegetarian or other dietary  

requirements catered for. If you want any other food, please ask.  
 

Call us if you have special requirements. 

   

Please speak to a member of staff if you have any allergies. 

Pash & Joy xx 

 

◊  Cross Keys Menu ◊  
 

All priced at £13  All served with Chips or Rice, Peas or Salad 

Fish     Scampi     Pie     Burger     Lasagne     Sausage & Mash     Curry     

Chilli Jacket Potato (various fillings) £13 

 

Specials: 

Horseshoe Gammon with Egg or Pineapple, Chips & Peas  £15.95 

BBQ Pork Ribs with Onion Rings, Chips or Rice & Peas  £15.95 

Liver & Bacon in Onion Gravy with Mash, Carrots & Peas  £15.95 

12oz Sirloin Steak with Chips, Onion Rings, Mushrooms & Salad  £19.95 

Pasta Bake Tomato & Mascarpone or Chicken Arrabbiata 

With Garlic Bread & Salad   £15.95 

 

Kids’ Menu: 

    All priced at £7.95 and served with Chips & Beans or Peas 

Chicken Nuggets     Fish Fingers     Sausages      Burger 

 

◊  Sunday Lunch     Choice of Meats @ £14.50 ◊  

Served from 12 noon to 4pm     Please ring in advance to order. 
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Upton Tonic is printed by Wordprint Ltd,  
52a Albert Street, Newark 01636 610722 
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Upton Tonic is published monthly February to December and can be viewed 

on the  village website www.uptonnewarkparishcouncil.gov.uk An emailed 

pdf version and  paper copies are delivered free to villagers - contact 

Richard Jones for more details.  

Collies Charity and Upton Parish Council Support Upton Tonic 
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A Twist of Lemon 

the Tonic Supplement 

Lancaster Bomber Sculpture Opens to the 
Public 

The weekend of 15–17 May marked the opening of the recently completed Lancaster 

Bomber sculpture, created by the Bomber County Gateway Trust. I first became involved 

with the project in 2018 and was proud to become one of its early trustees. 

The vision was to create a landmark on the border of Nottinghamshire and Lincolnshire to 

recognise Lincolnshire’s important role as “Bomber County” during WWII. The sculpture 

honours the 55,573 Bomber Command aircrew 

who lost their lives during the conflict.  

The sculpture tells the story of one particular 

aircraft, Lancaster VN-N of 50 Squadron, based at 

nearby RAF Swinderby. On the night of 18/19 

September 1942, the aircraft departed on a mission 

to lay sea mines in the Baltic Sea. After successfully 

completing the operation, the crew began their 

return journey with only three of the four engines 

functioning. As the aircraft approached Swinderby, a 

second engine failed and the Lancaster crashed in 

Thurlby Top Wood, tragically claiming the lives of 

four of the seven crew members. 

The sculpture depicts the Lancaster with two 

stationary propellers on the port side, reflecting 

the aircraft’s final approach to RAF Swinderby, near 

what is now Witham St Hughs. 
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The opening weekend began with a formal 

ceremony on Friday, followed by the Bomber Ball 

that evening, where the illuminated sculpture 

provided a striking backdrop against the night sky. 

Although we had hoped the site would now be fully 

open to visitors, access remains restricted while 

discussions continue with North Kesteven District 

Council regarding arrangements for future public 

access. We hope these matters will be resolved 

later this summer, allowing visitors to enjoy the site 

properly. 

In the meantime, the sculpture can still be viewed 

from the A46 and surrounding roads near Norton 

Disney. More information about the project can be 

found on the “On Freedom’s Wings” Facebook 

page or by searching online for the Bomber County 

Gateway Trust. 

Anyone wishing to find out more is very welcome to get in touch. Adrian Wood 

WI Recipe for May 
Banana Bread 

Thank you to Sheila Clarke for this month’s delicious recipe. One to make with the 

children. They’ll love it. Send in photos of your bread if you do and we will feature it next 

month. 

Ingredients 

120g Margarine or Butter 

240g Caster Sugar 

2 Eggs (beaten) 

2 or 3 ripe banans 

2 tbsp Milk 

240g Plain Flour 

1 level tsp Salt 

1/2 level tsp Bicarbonate of 

Soda  

 

Method 

2 small loaf tins (1lb/500g).  

Pre-heat oven to 180o  

1. Sift flour, salt and bicarbonate of soda in a bowl 

2. Cream margarine/butter and add in beaten eggs 

3. Mash bananas with a fork and add 

4. Fold in flour etc. Add milk as necessary to make 

dropping just off spoon 

5. Divide into tins 

6. Bake for 1-1.25 hours 
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DJ awoke, as he did most mornings, with every inch of his face being licked, and sadly not by Mrs DJ. The 

loyal hound, her breed name convoluted from four breeds of dog, which meant she had cost four times 

more than a purebred, had taken to waking up DJ with a good wash everyday. ‘Nothing like a routine’, 

mumbled DJ, as he tried to hide under his pillow. Maleficent was having none of it and appeared under 

the pillow with him to join in the ‘hide under a pillow’ game that DJ had inadvertently started. Mrs DJ 

stirred slightly, causing both playmates to stop dead because they knew to wake Mrs DJ was not a fate 

worth contemplating.  

 And so it came to pass that at 5:45am, DJ found himself on a chilly May morning wandering up 

Hockerton Road with the playful hound leading the way. At least, DJ thought to himself, the sun was out 

and the birds were in full chorus. Humming happily Handel’s Sonata in B flat major, he turned the corner 

to start the incline up the road towards the cricket pitch, the bountiful scent-filled hedgerow lining his 

ascent. 

 Reaching the hallowed ground, DJ was just about to let Maleficent off her bright pink lead bought 

with a small mortgage by Mrs DJ and the twins from a trip to Harrods, when to his astonishment he 

spotted Sir Nick Faldo just off the square and practising his chip. You may wonder how he knew it was 

Nick from a distance, but there was no mistaking that cheeky grin, plus he had helpfully put on a jacket 

that had ‘Faldo’ emblazoned across the back in big, 

diamond encrusted, letters. 

 ‘Hi Nick,’ shouted DJ. 

 ‘Who are you?’ shouted back Faldo. 

 DJ felt that petulant remark left him no 

choice but to let Maleficent off her lead to go and 

visit the world famous golfer. The hound, eager as 

ever, sprinted across to Sir Nick, jumped up and 

licked his face, and then turned to pee, at length, on 

his no doubt very expensive golf bag. Queue DJ 

sprinting across the field to apologise, Sir Nick 

shouting he’d never return to Upton, and 

Maleficent happily off to one side and chewing the 

pitching wedge. 

 Later, as DJ and the disgraced pup made their 

way back to a sleeping Queen, they could at least 

be triumphant in the knowledge that their action 

had foiled the mystery golf player and stopped for 

all time golf balls being sprayed in the orchard... 

 

 

DJ & The Mystery Solved 

Cartoon:  Punch  (24 Jun. 1903) 


