

UPTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes for Parish Council Meeting held on
Wednesday 16th October 2024 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall
Present: Councillors: Malcolm Yates (MY/Chair), Roger Norman (RN), Johanna Law-Riding (JLR), Kim Hickingbotham (KH).
In Attendance:  L-J Campbell (LJ/Clerk) and Cllr Keith Melton.
	
	DISCUSSION AND DECISIONS

	114/24
	To receive representation from the public (ten minutes): There were no members of public present.

	115/24
	To receive and accept apologies for absence: no apologies received.

	116/24
	Declarations of interest: There were no declarations of interest.

	117/24
	To approve the Minutes of the last meeting:  The PC accepted the Minutes from the meeting held on 18th September 2024 as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

	118/24
	To note Matters Arising: None.

	119/24
	Reports from District/County Councillors: Apologies were received from Cllr Roger Jackson. KM reported that he no longer holds the portfolio for Climate Change at NSDC; he remains as Ward Councillor for Upton. (KM left at 19h50)


	120/24
	Green spaces and rights of way incl. monthly review of the burial ground, The Green and The Collies inspection and maintenance report: It was agreed that the village green does not need cutting again until the spring; Clerk to contact contractor and ask them to leave it now until the spring.
Playground: nothing to report.
a. Update from CVG: the grass has been cut and some more plants have been planted, the neighbours have cut the hedge back. Cllrs will conduct a site visit before the next meeting.

	121/24
	To action Highways issues: . 
End of Mill Lane before the bridge – the tarmac road surface is splitting in two. A 50mph sign has been hit and destroyed and needs removing and replaced.

	122/24
	Village Hall update

a.   Finance: the bank recon was approved and the balance is £ plus reserves was noted and £82.22 in payments were authorised. 
b.   Maintenance and Caretaking: the cleaner continues to come in once a fortnight. There are several hawthorn trees on the land next to the Village Hall that need to be cut back as they are overhanging the VH roof which is causing a concern about the possibility of the trees falling onto the VH roof.  Clerk to get in touch with Planning to ascertain who owns the land and to submit a planning application for permission to cut back or remove the trees. Liaise with Malcolm about getting them cut back. The lights in the VH have all been fixed and are not working. 
c.   To receive update and action on the VH roof/double glazing: a survey has been conducted and RN is waiting for the report – ongoing.
d.   To consider action regarding Wifi: JLR will investigate the options that allow the heating to be controlled via Wifi. 
The Christmas Lunch was agreed for Saturday 7th December 2024 and JLR will arrange for the VH to be decorated from 1st December 2024.

	123/24
	To receive the Community defibrillators Monthly inspection report: all in working order.

	124/24
	Financial Matters:

a.  To accept the latest financial reconciliation - £23402.79 (including Village Plan reserve) balance. 
b.  To note payments received and authorise payments: The second half of the Precept was paid at the end of September. Payments totalling £XXX were authorised.
c.  To approve donation to The Tonic: It was agreed to donate £200 towards printing costs.
d.  A request was received for a donation towards modern Christmas carol sheet music; it was discussed and the PC felt that traditional music is sufficient – MY will liaise.

	125/24
	Planning matters:
a. Applications (to consider): None
b. Decisions (to note): None
c. Great North Solar Farm update: nothing new to update.

	126/24
	To note and action service faults: nothing to report.

	127/24
	To receive update on website: KH has met up with Hugo Fox who advised that from payment it is approximately a 2-3 week turnaround, a date needs to be set up for training Cllrs and Clerk. Cllrs were asked to send images to KH for use on the website. Hugo Fox offered a free domain name and all Cllrs will get a gov.uk email.

	128/24
	Lottery draw for October: £50 – 204, £25 – 241, £10 – 134, £5 – 77, 

	129/24
	Correspondence/AOB:  No correspondence to consider.

	130/24
	Agenda items for next meeting: Co-option, footpaths/dog bin portfolio, Chairman’s Report, Wifi/VH Heating, Christmas light switch on.

	132/24
	Date of next meeting: Wednesday 20th November 2024 at 7.30 pm. 

	132/24
	Exclusion of Public (Confidential items): In accordance with Public Bodies (admission to meetings) Act 1960 section 1(2) the Council exclude the public and press from the meeting by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.
None.

	133/24
	Close: There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 20h49.
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