

UPTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes for Parish Council Meeting held on
Wednesday 20th November 2024 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall
Present: Councillors: Malcolm Yates (MY/Chair), Roger Norman (RN), Johanna Law-Riding (JLR), Malcolm Robertson (MR) and Kim Hickingbotham (KH).
In Attendance:  L-J Campbell (LJ/Clerk) and Cllr Roger Jackson.
	
	DISCUSSION AND DECISIONS

	134/24
	To receive representation from the public (ten minutes): One member of the public was present, and they gave an update on the CVG.

	135/24
	To receive and accept apologies for absence: all present.

	136/24
	Declarations of interest: There were no declarations of interest.

	137/24
	To approve the Minutes of the last meeting:  The PC accepted the Minutes from the meeting held on 16th October 2024 as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

	138/24
	To note Matters Arising: None.

	139/24
	To receive the Chairman’s Report: all covered under the Agenda items.

	140/24
	Reports from District/County Councillors: Cllr Roger Jackson (arrived 20h10).  MY asked RJ if he knew what the works were on Carr Lane as the road has been closed; RJ is unaware but will investigate. Ben Bradley has stood down and a new leader will be appointed in the next week. Extra money has been set aside for gulley cleaning which is in progress. RJ was asked to chase Hockerton Lane possible resurface. (RJ left at 20h25).

	141/24
	Green spaces and rights of way incl. monthly review of the burial ground, The Green and The Collies inspection and maintenance report: MY was scheduled to meet the tree officer but they cancelled and they are re-arranging.
a. Update from CVG: Michael Trueman circulated a report via email to all Cllrs and gave a brief summary of the report in the meeting. It was agreed that the path would be installed in February 2025.
Playground: nothing new to report.

Footpaths: RN agreed to take on the footpaths portfolio and will submit a report at the next meeting. 

	142/24
	To action Highways issues: notice of a road closure was received.

	143/24
	Village Hall update

a.   Finance: the bank recon was approved and the balance is £22590.57 plus reserves was noted and all payments were authorised. 
b.   Maintenance and Caretaking: it was noted that a small plank of wood has been screwed into the floor at the front side of the hall; no one was aware who had done this or why. An email was received informing the PC that mice droppings were found in the hall; this is being actioned.
c.   To receive update and action on the VH roof/double glazing: An asbestos survey has been conducted and the tender is ready for sending out. Clerk to speak to HMRC regarding the possible VAT reclaim.
d.   To consider action regarding Wifi: all options for the installation of Wifi was investigated but it was not feasible; it was agreed to revisit once the building works were completed and the new website is up and running.

	144/24
	To receive the Community defibrillators Monthly inspection report: all in working order.

	145/24
	Financial Matters:

a.  To accept the latest financial reconciliation - £22590.57 (including Village Plan reserve) balance. 
b.  To note payments received and authorise payments: The second half of the Precept was paid at the end of September. Payments, including the VH, totalled £1668.93 were authorised.
c.  To approve the annual salary increase and back pay: the PC agreed a £0.63 pence per hour.
The Clerk informed the PC that VIA had erroneously paid Gunthorpe PC’s lengthsman scheme payment into the Upton PC account and she will be paying it to Gunthorpe.

	146/24
	Planning matters:
a. Applications (to consider): 24/01743/FUL | Rose Cottage – SUPPORTED.
b. Decisions (to note): None
c. Great North Solar Farm update: there was no update related to Upton.

	147/24
	To note and action service faults: the fence at the side of the hall is leaning; MY will action. MR mentioned an overhanging tree on Galley Hill Road; the property is empty – MY will enquire.

	148/24
	To agree details for Christmas Eve: 22 people have booked for the Christmas lunch on 7th December. MY will sort out the Christmas tree, Father Christmas and arrange the musicians; it is planned for 6pm.

	149/24
	To receive update on website: Hugo Fox conducted online training with the PC and the website is in the process of being built. It was agreed to set up a meeting once the draft site has been received.

	150/24
	To agree action regarding Co-option: Cllrs were asked to speak to residents and MY will advertise in The Tonic.

	151/24
	Lottery draw for November: 181 - £50, 124 - £25, 21 - £10, 216 - £5
December: 106 - £50, 286 - £25, 65 - £10, 201 - £5.

Christmas bumper bonus:  146 - £50, 138 - £25, 169 - £10, 170 - £5

	152/24
	Correspondence/AOB:  No correspondence to consider.

	153/24
	Agenda items for next meeting: Budget/Precept, 

	154/24
	Date of next meeting: Wednesday 15th January 2024 at 7.30 pm. JLR gave her apologies for the January meeting.

	155/24
	Exclusion of Public (Confidential items): In accordance with Public Bodies (admission to meetings) Act 1960 section 1(2) the Council exclude the public and press from the meeting by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.
None.

	156/24
	Close: There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 20h48.
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