

UPTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes for Parish Council Meeting held on
Wednesday 19th June 2024 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall
Present: Councillors: (Chair) Malcolm Yates (MY), Roger Norman (RN), Kim Hickingbotham (KH), Sarah McKie (SM), Johanna Law-Riding (JLR) and Malcolm Robinson (MR).
In Attendance:  L-J Campbell (LJ/Clerk) and one member of public.
	
	DISCUSSION AND DECISIONS

	045/24
	To receive representation from the public (ten minutes): Michael Truman gave an update on the Collies Volunteer Group.

	046/24
	To receive and accept apologies for absence: Apologies were received by the Clerk and accepted for Cllr Jackson.

	047/24
	Declarations of interest: There were no declarations of interest.

	048/24
	To approve the Minutes of the last meeting:  The PC accepted the Minutes from the meeting held on 15th May 2024 as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

	049/24
	To note Matters Arising: all covered under agenda items.

	050/24
	Reports from District/County Councillors: No Cllrs present.


	051/24
	Green spaces and rights of way incl. monthly review of the burial ground, The Green and The Collies inspection and maintenance report: NSDC maintain closed grave yards but the PC is responsible for maintaining the open burial ground in Upton; a quote to cut the grass of a £100 p.a. from NSDC has been received – the PC agreed in favour of using NSDC. There are several sunken graves in the burial ground that need topping up and grass seeded in the autumn. 
Playground – thanks to Jonathan Moore and Kim Hickingbotham for cleaning up the playground. 

	052/24
	To action Highways issues: Mill Lane potholes have been filled in.

	053/24
	Village Hall update

a.    Finance: the bank recon was approved and the balance is £6975.71 plus £20K reserve was noted. 
b.    Maintenance and Caretaking: no concerns to raise.
c.    Bookings: ongoing
d.   To receive update and action on the VH roof/double glazing: A grant has been applied for and the PC is waiting to hear back from them.
The Chairman thanked everyone involved in organising the annual wine walk which raised over £725 for the Village Hall.

	054/24
	To receive the Community defibrillators Monthly inspection report: all in working order.

	055/24
	Financial Matters:

a.  To accept the latest financial reconciliation - £21397.13 balance. 
b.  To note payments received and authorise payments: Payments totalling £482.62 were authorised.
c.  EOM called for Thursday 27th June 2024 for signing off the 2023-24 AGAR.

	056/24
	Planning matters:
a.

Applications (to consider): none

b.

Decisions (to note): none
c.           Great North Solar Farm: RN gave an update on the development which appears likely to go
ahead – ongoing.

	057/24
	To note and action service faults: Nothing to note.

	058/24
	To receive update on website and agree action: IONIS £16 p.a. for .org – the domain name agreed is uptonparishcouncilnewark. KH had a meeting with Hugo Fox who proposed the PC taking out an annual Gold package and then drop to the basic package after one year. All Cllrs to research other PC websites and bring suggestions at the July meeting in order to firm up at the September meeting.

	059/24
	To agree action re un-occupied buildings: to be dealt with on an individual case basis – remove from future agendas. Property 63 Main Street, NG23 5FY – Chimney stack and rodent infestation & Home Farm (JLR to send details to Clerk).  Clerk to write to planning with concerns on both properties.

	060/24
	To ratify trustees for the Babthorpe Trust: There is a requirement that the PC ratify three trustees every 4 years – Roger Norman, Isobel Key and Diane Kelly.

	061/24
	To assign Councillor roles: 
Village Hall – JLR & KH

Collies – RN

Footpaths – SM

Burial Ground – MR

Planning – RN

Playground - KH

	062/24
	Lottery draw for June: 67 - £50, 134 - £25, 4 - £10, 74 - £5.

	063/24
	Correspondence/AOB: An email was received regarding new Cllr training – send to KH. All other correspondence is circulated electronically, nothing required action from the PC.

	064/24
	Agenda items for next meeting: Items for the new website, 

	065/24
	Date of next meeting: Wednesday 17th July 2024 at 7.30 pm. 

	066/24
	Exclusion of Public (Confidential items): In accordance with Public Bodies (admission to meetings) Act 1960 section 1(2) the Council exclude the public and press from the meeting by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.

	067/24
	Close: There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 20h33.
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