


UPTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes for Parish Council Meeting held on
Wednesday 19th March 2025 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall

Present: Councillors: Malcolm Yates (MY/Chair), Roger Norman (RN), Kim Hickingbotham (KH), Johanna Law-Riding (JLR).
In Attendance: LJ Campbell (Clerk) and one member of public.

	
	DISCUSSION AND DECISIONS

	201/24
	To receive representation from the public (ten minutes): M. Truman gave an update on the Collies Village Garden.

	202/24
	To receive and accept apologies for absence: Apologies were received from Cllr Malcolm Robertson.

	203/24
	Declarations of interest: There were no declarations of interest.

	204/24
	To approve the Minutes of the last meeting:  The PC accepted the Minutes from the meeting held on 19th February 2025 as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

	205/24
	To note Matters Arising: None.

	206/24
	The receive the Chairman's report: MY updated the PC on some VH issues (covered under item 210/24 b).


	207/24
	Reports from District/County Councillors: Cllrs Jackson and Melton gave their apologies.

	208/24
	Green spaces and rights of way incl. monthly review of the burial ground, The Green and The Collies inspection and maintenance report: 
a.To receive update from CVG: sent via email and given during public presentation – no action required
by the PC. A quote from NSDC for cutting the cemetery and Village Green was
approved by the PC. Clerk to chase missing green bin from the layby.
b.To receive report on footpaths/dog bins: RN will forward a response he has had from VIAEM
regarding footpaths so that the Clerk can forward it to Cllr Jackson.
c.To receive playground update: All in working order; Jet washing is arranged once the weather has
improved.

	209/24
	To action Highways issues: Clerk to request NSDC to put speed signs throughout the village.  

	210/24
	Village Hall update
a.   Finance: the bank recon was approved and the balance is £23143.84 plus reserves was noted and all payments were authorised. 
b.   Maintenance and Caretaking: MY reported that a person hiring the hall informed him that the heating had been left on auto so the hall was very warm. Clerk to email users requesting them to make sure heating is off when leaving.
c.   To receive update and action on the VH roof/double glazing: the tender has gone out and the deadline date for responses is 7th April 2025. 

	211/24
	To receive the Community defibrillators Monthly inspection report: All in good working order.

	212/24
	Financial Matters:
a.  To accept the latest financial reconciliation which shows a balance of £18217.65 (including the Village Plan reserve). 
b.  To note payments received and authorise payments: Payments, including the VH, totalled £723.82 were authorised. 

	213/24
	Planning matters:
Great North Solar Farm update: the public consultation stage is closed and is now at government level.
Carbon capture at Staythorpe: the groundwork for the development has started – continue to monitor.

	214/24
	To note and action service faults: None.

	215/24
	To receive update on website: KH will arrange a Zoom training session for the Hugo Fox website. KH sent a link to the draft website and is working with HF to populate – ongoing.

	216/24
	To discuss and agree future of the telephone box: BT is going to repair the telephone box, the phone will be removed and lock the door; no further action.

	217/24
	Lottery draw for March 2025: 298 - £50, 133 - £25, 252 - £10, 28 - £5.

	218/24
	Correspondence: correspondence was discussed under specific items no action required from the PC.

	219/24
	Agenda items for next meeting: Village Fete, Strategic documents, bank handover/Unity Trust account, co-option of Cllr.

	220/24
	Date of next meeting: Wednesday 16th April 2025 at 7.30 pm. 

	221/24
	Exclusion of Public (Confidential items): In accordance with Public Bodies (admission to meetings) Act 1960 section 1(2) the Council exclude the public and press from the meeting by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.
Clerk Recruitment: Clerk to send job description to HR.

	222/24
	Close: There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 20h41.
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