
UPTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes for Parish Council Meeting held on
Wednesday 18th September 2024 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall
Present: Councillors: Roger Norman (RN), Johanna Law-Riding (JLR), Kim Hickingbotham (KH) and Malcolm Robertson (MR).
In Attendance:  L-J Campbell (LJ/Clerk) and Cllr Roger Jackson.
	
	DISCUSSION AND DECISIONS

	094/24
	To receive representation from the public (ten minutes): There were no members of public present.

	095/24
	To receive and accept apologies for absence: Apologies received and accepted from Cllr Yates. The Chairman received a letter of resignation from Cllr Sarah McKie, the PC thanked her for her service over the last 16 months.

	096/24
	Declarations of interest: There were no declarations of interest.

	097/24
	To approve the Minutes of the last meeting:  The PC accepted the Minutes from the meeting held on 17th July 2024 as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

	098/24
	To note Matters Arising: 
a. Millenium sign: this came about as a collective contribution from the villages and RN reported that it does not belong to anyone; the sign needs some maintenance and the post requires works. 

	099/24
	Reports from District/County Councillors: 
RJ reported that they double bend white double lines and cats eyes are planned to be redone. County Council is working on next year’s budgets, and have increased Highways budget. Social Services continues to consume a large part of the budget. The PC reported the surface of the footpath from Upton to Southwell needs spraying. (RJ left at 19h46).


	100/24
	Green spaces and rights of way incl. monthly review of the burial ground, The Green and The Collies inspection and maintenance report: the burial ground has been cut. Some of the footpath gates are not working and will need replacing at some point in the future. The Collies has not progressed too much over the summer due to people being away over the summer; it is planned to do the beds in October.
Playground: nothing to report.

	101/24
	To action Highways issues: Rubbish bin outside the boundary on the layby has disappeared; RN will give the Clerk the location so that she can report. Hockerton Lane still has a lot of potholes which have been marked out for repair. 

	102/24
	Village Hall update

a.   Finance: the bank recon was approved and the balance is £8362.59 plus reserves was noted and £82.22 in payments were authorised. A grant of £15000 was received and placed in the reserve account towards the VH maintenance.
b.   Maintenance and Caretaking: the cleaner continues to come in once a fortnight. A fault has been found with the heating controller and one side of the village hall lights are not working.
c.   To receive update and action on the VH roof/double glazing: The grant has been received – it was agreed to request an Asbestos Survey through ASM at a cost of £420.

	103/24
	To receive the Community defibrillators Monthly inspection report: all in working order.

	104/24
	Financial Matters:

a.  To accept the latest financial reconciliation - £19824.59 (including Village Plan reserve) balance. 
b.  To note payments received and authorise payments: Payments totalling £652.40 were authorised.

	105/24
	Planning matters:
a. Applications (to consider): None
b. Decisions (to note): 24/01092/HOUSE | Greenacres, erection of garage - PERMITTED
c. Great North Solar Farm: –  RN has attended 4 meetings since the last PC meeting and provided a brief update on the development. 
A possible planning enforcement issue has arisen regarding the necessity to get planning permission for the replacement of windows; RN will put something in The Tonic.

	106/24
	To note and action service faults: nothing to report.

	107/24
	To receive update on website: Ongoing.

	108/24
	Lottery draw for September: 91 - £50, 159 - £25, 95 - £10, 199 - £5.

	109/24
	Correspondence/AOB:  No correspondence to consider.

	110/24
	Agenda items for next meeting: maintenance of village benches, footpath gates and missing signs, finalise venue for Christmas lunch, website population, The Tonic costings.

	111/24
	Date of next meeting: Wednesday 16th October 2024 at 7.30 pm. 

	112/24
	Exclusion of Public (Confidential items): In accordance with Public Bodies (admission to meetings) Act 1960 section 1(2) the Council exclude the public and press from the meeting by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.

	113/24
	Close: There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 20h33.
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