


UPTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes for Parish Council Meeting held on
Wednesday 15th January 2025 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall

Present: Councillors: Malcolm Yates (MY/Chair), Roger Norman (RN), Malcolm Robertson (MR).
In Attendance:  L-J Campbell (LJ/Clerk), Cllr Roger Jackson (RJ), Cllr Keith Melton (KM) and one member of public.

	
	DISCUSSION AND DECISIONS

	157/24
	To receive representation from the public (ten minutes): One member of the public was present, and they gave an update on the CVG.

	158/24
	To receive and accept apologies for absence: Apologies were received from JLR and KH.

	159/24
	Declarations of interest: There were no declarations of interest.

	160/24
	To approve the Minutes of the last meeting:  The PC accepted the Minutes from the meeting held on 20th November 2024 as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

	161/24
	To note Matters Arising: None.

	162/24
	The receive the Chairman's report: The Chairman announced the Clerk's plans regarding her move to Australia in April. The Chairman thanked Father Christmas, musicians and singers at the Christmas event.

	163/24
	Reports from District/County Councillors: KM mentioned that there is a planning meeting 16th January 2025 to discuss the Kelham solar farm. RJ informed the PC that the cats eyes are due for installation the first part of the year. RJ will chase getting the gulleys cleared. RJ has requested the speed van to visit the village; they have attended but only for a short period of time. MY requested the speed strips/speed van on race day – RJ will action. Unitary authorities are being introduced within the next two years. Jane Baines is the new footpath officer and Neil Lewis is the head of rights of way.

	164/24
	Green spaces and rights of way incl. monthly review of the burial ground, The Green and The Collies inspection and maintenance report: 
The burial ground: all in good order; the grass has been cut and some of the hedges have been cut. Clerk to contact Matt Adey at NSDC regarding the cutting of the burial ground for 25-26 and to ask them to quote for the village green as well. MY will email RJ about the apple trees which need attention; they are the responsibility of NCC.
Playground: the playground will be cleaned again in the Spring. The annual play inspections are being conducted.
Footpaths/dog bins: RN has completed a footpaths report which he will send to the footpaths officer.

	165/24
	To action Highways issues:
a. To discuss and agree action re flooding: there continues to be surface water on the road although no properties have reported being flooded during the recent weather; the PC felt it was due to the gulleys needing clearing out – they have been reported and the PC will continue to monitor. It was agreed not to order aquasacks as they have not been required in the past.
b. To discuss and agree action regarding speed in the village: it was agreed to not pursue the 20mph action group. 
Concerns were raised about the empty salt bins (outside the village hall and Hockerton Lane); Clerk to report.

	166/24
	Village Hall update
a.   Finance: the bank recon was approved and the balance is £42449.58 plus reserves was noted and all payments were authorised. Clerk to check the payment that went to the asbestos company – it should have been paid to Roger Norman.
b.   Maintenance and Caretaking: MY put the heating on at 5 degrees to make sure the pipes did not freeze up during the icy weather. MY has submitted a planning application to remove the three Hawthorne trees at the side of the village hall.
c.   To receive update and action on the VH roof/double glazing: RN has put together a tender document; this needs to be fine tuned and circulated to local building companies for comparative quotes – RN will action and Clerk to get final details on claiming back the VAT.

	167/24
	To receive the Community defibrillators Monthly inspection report: all in working order.

	168/24
	Financial Matters:
a.  To accept the latest financial reconciliation - £19455.70 (including Village Plan reserve) balance. 
b.  To note payments received and authorise payments: Payments, including the VH, totalled £492.80 were authorised plus £50 for Christmas lights electricity and £360 to My for Lottery prizes.
c.  To agree 2025-26 Budget and set the Precept: the budget was agreed and the precept was set at £8900.

	169/24
	Planning matters:
a.	Applications (to consider): 24/02152/HOUSE | land adjacent Upton House, replacement wall – SUPPORTED.
b.	Decisions (to note): 24/01743/FUL | Cats Whiskers, erection of dwelling - REFUSED
c. Great North Solar Farm update: RN gave an update.

	170/24
	To note and action service faults: covered under highways.

	171/24
	To receive update on website: deferred to the February meeting.

	172/24
	To agree action regarding Co-option: Defer to the February meeting.

	173/24
	Lottery draw for January 2025: 90 - £50, 185 - £25, 108 - £10, 123 - £5.

	174/24
	Correspondence: correspondence was discussed under specific items.

	175/24
	Agenda items for next meeting: The Collies noticeboard, Financial Regulations, Risk Assessment, updated Standing Orders, 

	176/24
	Date of next meeting: Wednesday 19th February 2025 at 7.30 pm. 

	177/24
	Exclusion of Public (Confidential items): In accordance with Public Bodies (admission to meetings) Act 1960 section 1(2) the Council exclude the public and press from the meeting by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.
None.

	178/24
	Close: There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 21h00
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